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The Reformation. A Religious and Historical Sketch. By 
J. A. Babington. London : John Murray; New York : 
Dutton, 1901. Pp. x + 362. $4, net. 

The plan of this book does not require the apology with which the 
author presents it to the public. As long as there is a body of 
thoughtful general readers, who get spiritual solace and mental 
stimulus from surveying the movements and crises of history, a book 
of this character, which, though nourished upon the materials of 
scholarship, does not address itself to the limited class of special 
students, will receive a grateful welcome. The idea that it is worth 
while to cast the results of contemporary research into popular form 
was the fundamental conception of the author; to it he added the 
resolution of presenting the story of the Reformation from a frankly 
Evangelical standpoint. Under the circumstances the business of the 
reviewer must be to inquire, first, into the value of the book as a 
popular Evangelical treatise, and, second, whether or not the partisan 
outlook permits the author to survey his field with a calm and generous 
breadth of vision. 

With regard to the first point, it may be asserted that this work is 
a marked improvement over all the current manuals in the English 
tongue. To begin with, it has a notable and laudable unity, due to 
the fact that it develops the whole story from the assumption that the 
Reformation was, in spite of its many interesting sides, primarily and 
essentially a movement in religion. This compactness will be grateful 
to everyone who has been annoyed by the loose texture of such other- 
wise eminent works as Fisher and Hausser, and is further enhanced by 
a mild philosophic atmosphere, the special emanation of the author's 
personality, in which the book, from cover to cover, has been steeped. 
Regrettable it is, however, that, with such logical and spiritual gifts, 
Mr. Babington should have been denied the power of dramatic presen- 
tation — what we may call the vitalizing touch. Luther, Melanchthon, 
Calvin — we may in fairness expect, in a popular treatise like this, that 
they be set breathingly and palpably before us ; but, instead of their 
live selves, all that we get is a cold, conventional catalogue of their 
intellectual sines and cosines. 

The second feature of the proposed test also redounds, in the 
main, to the author's honor. The scientific students of history have 
constantly urged, during the last half-century, the necessity of an 
impersonal attitude in the presence of the facts of the past, but, every- 
thing considered, it may be doubted whether anyone can be found 
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who, however high-minded his intention, will examine without any 
prepossession events and conditions which still profoundly affect him 
at this present moment. Better perhaps than the self-deception of the 
blind followers of the modern method is the honest avowal of partisan- 
ship, coupled with the sincere resolve of giving the adversary fair play. 
Such, at least, is the course followed in this book, and this reviewer, 
for one, does not find that the author's unqualified acceptance of the 
Reformation as a movement which has, on the whole, redounded to 
the immense profit of the human race, involves him in a mean and 
vindictive attitude toward the old church. 

The text shows an extensive acquaintance with the leading sources — 
above all, the theological sources — of the period. In spite of this fact, 
the author refuses to make the slightest exhibition of his scientific 
apparatus — a resolution which may enhance the beauty of the printed 
page, but will awaken a lively regret among the more serious portion 
of his readers. 

Ferdinand Schwill. 

The University of Chicago. 



Dek Pietismus geschichtlich und dogmatisch beleuchtet. 
Von W. HObener. Zwickau : Schriftenverein der sep. 
ev.-luth. Gemeinden in Sachsen, 1901.' Pp. iv+140. M. 1. 

This vigorous tract originates from the circle of the Separate 
Lutheran churches of Germany which have no organic connection with 
the state. They are associated with our own Missouri Lutherans, whose 
able leader, the late Professor Walther, sent back some of his preachers 
to Saxony, his native country. Its purpose is to show that the German 
Pietism of the seventeenth century was an unhealthy movement, 
because it put in the foreground conversion, and sanctification, and dis- 
paraged the doctrine of justification by faith and the sacraments. The 
attempt to combat it was in vain at that time, because of the union of 
church and state. Such union will always make fruitless an attempt to 
combat Pietism, as will also the undue prominence given to philosophy 
in the department of theology. A successful war against it can be 
carried on only in a " genuine Lutheran free church " and by the proper 
use of the means of grace, justification by faith being made central. 
Whether the author speaks only for Germany does not clearly appear, 
but this is not likely; for it is known that our good Missouri brethren 
hold pretty high views of their prerogative. Major, Johann Arnd, 
Calixtus, and especially Spener and Francke, who introduced the 



